
VILLANOVA PREPARATORY SCHOOL

OJAI, CALIFORNIA

BACCALAUREATE LITURGY

FOR THE CLASS OF 2021

MAY 28, 2021, 4:00 P.M.

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS CHURCH,

OJAI, CALIFORNIA

1



Seal of the Order of St. Augustine

The flaming heart is the human heart. It symbolizes Augustine’s love

of God and his fellow brothers and sisters. The Augustinian Heart is

passionately alive with the desire to seek and to know God and

experience divine love in one’s life.

The open book represents St. Augustine’s own conversion to

Christianity and the Scriptures. It also symbolizes Christ, the Word of

God, source of light and truth, and the quest for wisdom.

The arrow which pierces the heart represents the Spirit of God piercing

our hearts, calling us to continued growth in faith, hope and love. This is

the basis of that great restlessness, so typical of St Augustine, which led

him to seek God in all things and above all things.
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Friday of the Eighth Week in Ordinary Time

Opening Song: 10,000 Reasons Matt Redman

Bless the Lord O my soul

O my soul

Worship His Holy name

Sing like never before

O my soul

I’ll worship Your Holy name

The sun comes up

It’s a new day dawning

It’s time to sing Your song again

Whatever may pass

And whatever lies before me

Let me be singing

When the evening comes

You’re rich in love

And You’re slow to anger

Your name is great

And Your heart is kind

For all Your goodness

I will keep on singing

Ten thousand reasons

For my heart to find

And on that day

When my strength is failing

The end draws near

And my time has come

Still my soul will

Sing Your praise unending

Ten thousand years

And then forevermore.

© 2011 Thankyou Music (PRS)

INTRODUCTORY RITES

Priest:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit

All: Amen

Priest: The Lord be with you.     

All: And with your spirit.
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PENITENTIAL ACT

Priest: Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so

prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

All: I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers

and sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my

thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and

in what I have failed to do, through my fault,

through my fault, through my most grievous fault;

therefore, I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all

the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and

sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and

bring us to everlasting life.  

All: Amen.

KYRIE ELEISON / LORD HAVE MERCY

Priest: Kyrie, eleison / Lord have mercy.

C: Kyrie, eleison / Lord have mercy.  

Priest: Christe, eleison / Christ have mercy.

C: Christe, eleison / Christ have mercy.

Priest: Kyrie, eleison / Lord have mercy.     

C: Kyrie, eleison / Lord have mercy.

OPENING PRAYER  

Priest: Let us pray.

All: Amen.

4



LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading: Sirach 44:9-13 Reader: Gregorio Marinez

Reader: A reading from the Book of Sirach

Now will I praise those godly men,

our ancestors, each in his own time.

But of others there is no memory,

for when they ceased, they ceased.

And they are as though they had not lived,

they and their children after them.

Yet these also were godly men

whose virtues have not been forgotten;

Their wealth remains in their families,

their heritage with their descendants;

Through God’s covenant with them their family endures,

their posterity, for their sake.

And for all time their progeny will endure,

their glory will never be blotted out.

.

Reader: The Word of the Lord. All:     Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm:    Psalm 149

R: The Lord takes delight in his people.

Sing to the LORD a new song

of praise in the assembly of the faithful.

Let Israel be glad in their maker,

let the children of Zion rejoice in their king.

R: The Lord takes delight in his people.
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Let them praise his name in the festive dance,

let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp.

For the LORD loves his people,

and he adorns the lowly with victory.

R.    The Lord takes delight in his people.

Let the faithful exult in glory;

let them sing for joy upon their couches;

Let the high praises of God be in their throats.

This is the glory of all his faithful. Alleluia.

R.    The Lord takes delight in his people

Alleluia

All: Alleluia, Alleluia.

I chose you from the world,

to go and bear fruit that will last, says the Lord.

All: Alleluia, Alleluia.

Gospel: Mark 11:11-26

Priest: The Lord be with you.

All: And with your spirit.

Priest: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Mark.

All: Glory to you, Lord.

Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple area.

He looked around at everything and, since it was already late,

went out to Bethany with the Twelve.

The next day as they were leaving Bethany he was hungry.

Seeing from a distance a fig tree in leaf, he went over to see if he could

find anything on it. When he reached it he found nothing but leaves;
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it was not the time for figs. And he said to it in reply, “May no one ever

eat of your fruit again!” And his disciples heard it.

They came to Jerusalem, and on entering the temple area

he began to drive out those selling and buying there.

He overturned the tables of the money changers

and the seats of those who were selling doves.

He did not permit anyone to carry anything through the temple area.

Then he taught them saying, “Is it not written:

My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples?

But you have made it a den of thieves.”

The chief priests and the scribes came to hear of it

and were seeking a way to put him to death,

yet they feared him

because the whole crowd was astonished at his teaching.

When evening came, they went out of the city.

Early in the morning, as they were walking along,

they saw the fig tree withered to its roots.

Peter remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look!

The fig tree that you cursed has withered.”

Jesus said to them in reply, “Have faith in God.

Amen, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain,

‘Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’

and does not doubt in his heart

but believes that what he says will happen,

it shall be done for him.

Therefore I tell you, all that you ask for in prayer,

believe that you will receive it and it shall be yours.

When you stand to pray,

forgive anyone against whom you have a grievance,

so that your heavenly Father may in turn

forgive you your transgressions.”
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Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.

All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

1. Zoey Hill (English and Sign language): We pray that we might

live our lives as a reflection of our time at Villanova. May the

members of the Class of 2021 go forth as ambassadors of truth, unity,

and love wherever we may go.   

We pray to the Lord.   All:   Lord, hear our prayer.

2. Zheng [Nelson] Li (Mandarin): We pray that young men and

women will be courageous in responding to God’s call in their lives.

We pray especially for an increase of vocations to the priesthood and

religious life.

We pray to the Lord.   All:   Lord, hear our prayer.

3. Christopher Gutierrez (Latin): In gratitude for the parents,

grandparents, relatives, mentors, teachers, administration, and staff

members who have supported us and encouraged us throughout our

high school journey. May we treasure the special role they have played

in our lives.

We pray to the Lord.   All:   Lord, hear our prayer.

4. Yau Ka [Kimberly] Shih (Cantonese): For those who are

suffering, particularly those we hold close to our hearts. May they find

strength and comfort from those around them, and may they

recognize God’s grace even in the midst of their suffering.

We pray to the Lord.   All:   Lord, hear our prayer.

5. Kyle Wooldridge (Tagalog): For those who have died, especially

those loved ones who could not be here with us today. May they rest

in God’s eternal peace.
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We pray to the Lord.   All:   Lord, hear our prayer.

6. Gabriela Magallanes (Spanish): We pray for peace. As the

graduates prepare to move into the next chapter of their lives, we pray

they may embrace their role as peacemakers and leaders.  May their

example inspire peacemaking and conscientious dialogue across

faiths, political systems, and lines of division so that our world may

become more united.

We pray to the Lord.    All:   Lord, hear our prayer.

7. Alexander Maida (Arabic): For the Class of 2021, that we might

hear God’s call in our lives. We ask for your guidance as we prepare to

leave Villanova. Bless us in our undertakings, and give us the strength

to persevere through the challenges we may face.

We pray to the Lord. All:   Lord, hear our prayer.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR AND THE GIFTS

Priest: Blessed are You, Lord God of all creation, for through your

goodness we have received the bread we offer You: fruit of

the earth and work of human hands, it will become for us the

bread of life.

All: Blessed be God forever.

Priest: Blessed are You, Lord God of all creation, for through your

goodness we have received the wine we offer You:  fruit of the

vine and work of human hands, it will become our spiritual

drink.                     

All: Blessed be God forever.

INVITATION TO PRAYER

Priest: Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that my sacrifice and

yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.
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All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at Your hands for

the praise and glory of His name, for our good and

the good of all His Holy Church.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Priest: The Lord be with you. All: And with your spirit.

Priest: Lift up your hearts. All: We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. All: It is right and just.

SANCTUS

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are

full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he

who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the

highest.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

Priest: The mystery of faith.

All:  We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your

Resurrection until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE

LORD'S PRAYER

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy

name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those

who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Priest: Deliver us, Lord we pray, from every evil, graciously grant

peace in our days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be
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always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await

the blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

SIGN OF PEACE

Priest: Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles Peace I leave

you, my peace I give you; look not on our sins, but on the

faith of your Church, and graciously grant her peace and

unity in accordance with your will. Who live and reign for

ever and ever.

All: Amen.

Priest: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All: And with your spirit.

Priest: Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,

grant us peace.

COMMUNION

Priest: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins

of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the

Lamb.

All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under

my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be

healed.  
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RECEPTION OF COMMUNION

We welcome all to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and

sisters. Roman Catholics properly prepared to receive Holy Communion

may proceed to the sanctuary at this time. All members of the community

are invited forward to receive a blessing from the priest. Please cross your

arms over your chest if you intend to receive a blessing.

Communion Hymn: Restless

Piano: Kimberly Shih Vocals: Julia Reed Ukulele: Keanu Ramirez

You dwell in the songs that we are singing

Rising to the heavens, rising to Your heart, Your heart

Our praises filling up the spaces

In between our frailty and everything you are

You are the keeper of my heart

And I am restless, I'm restless

'Til I rest in You, 'til I rest in You

I am restless, I'm restless

'Til I rest in You, 'til I rest in You

Oh God, I wanna rest in You

Oh, speak now for my soul is listening

Say that You have saved me, whisper in the dark, the dark

'Cause I know You're more than my salvation

Without You I am hopeless, tell me who You are

You are the keeper of my heart

You are the keeper of my heart

And I am restless, I'm restless

'Til I rest in You, 'til I rest in You

I am restless, I'm restless

'Til I rest in You, 'til I rest in You
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I wanna rest in You

Still my heart, hold me close

Let me hear a still small voice

Let it grow, let it rise

Into a shout, into a cry

Still my heart, hold me close

And let me hear a still small voice

And let it grow, let it rise

Into a shout, into a cry

And I am restless, I'm restless

'Til I rest in You, let me rest in You

And I am restless, so restless

'Til I rest in You, 'til I rest in You

Oh God, let me rest in You

Communion Meditation: Ave Maria by Schubert

Vocals: Elizabeth Coffey, Piano: John Boyd

CONCLUDING RITE

Priest: The Lord be with you.

All: And with your spirit.

Priest: May almighty God bless you, the Father, the Son, and the

Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

Priest: The Mass is ended, go in peace.    

All: Thanks be to God.

Recessional Song: Alleluia, Love is Alive

People of God, see the morning is new;

Rise from your sleeping and run to the tomb.

Come and see! Come and see! He is alive!
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A grave that is empty, a promise fulfilled.

God who was with us is here with us still.

He is here! He is here! He is alive!

CHORUS Alleluia! Love is alive;

Conquered the grave and defeated the night.

Alleluia! Love is alive!

The Son has arisen for all.

Your people sing alleluia!

People of God, let your fear fall away.

Your chains have been broken; abandon your shame.

Lift your hearts! Lift your hearts! He is alive!

Here now is mercy embracing your soul;

Here the fulfillment that once was foretold.

It is true! It is true! He is alive!

CHORUS

People of God now rejoicing in Christ,

Carry your joy to the darkness of night.

Tell the world! Tell the world! He is alive!

Hear the good news of this glorious day,

Every heart singing as heaven proclaims:

He is Lord! He is Lord! He is alive!

CHORUS
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VILLANOVA PREPARATORY SCHOOL, CLASS OF 2021

Ali Abay

Michael Bentivolio

Addeson Berryman

Kutay Celik

Cyanne Cueva

Ryan Davitt

Ryan Edmonds

Daniella Escalante

Kirsten Ewing

Yikai (Fred) Fan

Atticus Fehr

Christian Garcia

Christopher Gutierrez

Baihui (Helinda) He

Mackenzie Hicks

Zoey Hill

Ryoto Kaneda

Robert Kelly

Kaitlyn King

Zheng (Nelson) Li

Jiaxiao (Shaw) Liu

Joel Luna

Gabriela Magallanes

Alexander Maida

Gregorio Marinez

Daniel McArthur

Agustin Melgar

David Mootz

Mykyta Mykhailenko

Dung (Jenna) Nguyen

Daniel Ortiz

Jacob Pascua

Jakob Pinedo

Keanu Ramirez

Julia Reed

Luke Rimkus

Noah Sezzi

RuoYu (Vivian) Shen

YauKa (Kimberly) Shih

Brandon Skeens

Koby Skillern

Errol Sullivan

Weng Sam (Elsa) Tam

Avery Tanaka

Ryan Thurston

Jonathan Tjahjadi

Yijun Wang

Grace Wells

Aiden Wigger

Kyle Wooldridge

Zhiqi (Oscar) Wu

Junle (Leo) Xu

Zhiwo (Suzy) Xu

Junhao (Mike) Zhang

Yiwen (Bruce) Zhang

“YOU HAVE MADE US FOR YOURSELF, O LORD AND OUR

HEARTS ARE RESTLESS UNTIL THEY REST IN YOU”

ST. AUGUSTINE
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THE MISSION OF VILLANOVA PREPARATORY SCHOOL

In the Augustinian tradition, the Mission of

Villanova Preparatory School is to graduate

mature young adults of diverse backgrounds who

reflect the qualities of truth, unity, and love. The

school does this by providing a challenging

college preparatory curriculum and Catholic

environment that promotes the development of

mind, heart and body. These young adults will

think, judge, and act in ways that are sound and

in keeping with the teachings of Jesus Christ

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

A special thank you to all who made this celebration possible,

especially:

Rev. Barnaby Johns, O.S.A.

Rev. Michael Sezzi

John and Elizabeth Boyd for the Music

Parishioners of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish

Mr. Brian Grisin, Headmaster

Dr. Matthew Mallon, Assistant Head of Student Life
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Senior Dinner and
Awards Ceremony

May 28, 2021

17



Welcome
Mr. Brian Grisin, Headmaster

Opening Prayer
Julia Reed, Commissioner of Campus Ministry

Dinner Begins

Master of Ceremonies
Mr. Brian Roney, Assistant Head of School for Academics

Presentation of Awards to Seniors
Ms. Elise Burgett, Fr. Barnaby Johns,

and Mrs. Ayesha King

Los Angeles Archdiocese Christian Service Award
Fr. Barnaby Johns, O.S.A, Campus Minister

Naomi Norton Memorial Award
Dr. Sloan Hoffmann

Clare Boothe Luce Scholarship
Ms. Donna Jones

Scholar Athlete Awards
Mr. Tim Settem, Athletic Director
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St. Augustine Scholars
Mr. Brian Roney, Assistant Head of School for Academics

Villanova Gold Medal Awards
Mr. Brian Grisin, Headmaster

The Fine Arts Award for Performing Arts
The Fine Arts Award for Visual Arts

The Athletic Awards
The Headmaster’s Award

The President’s Award
The Augustinian Award

The Rev. John F. Glynn Award for Christian Conduct
The Villanova Award

The Villanova Mission Award
Mr. Brian Grisin, Headmaster

Final Blessing
Fr. Barnaby Johns, O.S.A

Alma Mater
Class of 2021
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The Class of 2021 Will Attend the Following Colleges and Universities:

Berkelee College of Music
Boston University

California Lutheran University
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona

California State University, Channel Islands
Cañada College

Chico State University
Columbia University

Drexel University
Lane College

Occidental College
Oxnard College

Pasadena City College
Pepperdine University

San Diego State University
San Jose State University

Santa Barbara City College
Syracuse University

University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Davis
University of California, Irvine

University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Riverside
University of California, San Diego

University of California, Santa Barbara
University of California, Santa Cruz
University of Colorado at Boulder

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
University of San Francisco

University of Texas at Austin
University of Toronto

University of Washington
Ventura College

Villanova University
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